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IIIT Nagpur Secures ¥18.10 Crore ANRF Grant under PAIR Program in Collaboration with 11T
Bombay

The Indian Institute of Information Technology, Nagpur (IIITN), an Institute of National Importance, has
achieved a major milestone by securing a research grant of X18.10 crore under the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation’s (ANRF) PAIR (Partnerships for Accelerated Innovation and Research) initiative. The
institute was selected as a Spoke Institution, with Indian Institute of Technology Bombay serving as the Hub,
as a PAIR network, under a collaborative research network focused on Advanced Materials, Green Energy &
Sustainability, and Industry 4.0.

The project aims to create national impact through interdisciplinary research, innovation, and institutional
capacity building, while fostering strong academia-industry collaboration across thematic areas. The project
at spoke institution IIT Nagpur is led by Dr. Tausif Diwan, Principal Investigator and Associate Dean, and
supported by a dynamic team of Co-Investigators: Dr. Aatish Daryapurkar, Dr. Prasad Joshi, Dr. C. Sakode,
Dr. Mayur Parate, Dr. Nikhil Agrawal, Dr. Parul Sahare, Dr. Sushmita Dandeliya, Dr. Pooja Jain, Dr. Nilesh
Pikle, Dr. Snehal Shinde, and Dr. Milind Penurkar.

The investigators bring deep expertise across diverse domains including Materials Science, Nanotechnology,
Electronics and Communication Engineering, Computer Science, Data Science, and Interdisciplinary
Technologies. The PAIR project will enhance the institute’s research capabilities in Computational materials
discovery and energy storage systems, Development of printed functional ceramics and semiconductors,
Green hydrogen technologies, smart buildings, and electric mobility, Al-driven modelling, simulation, and
predictive control for Industry 4.0 systems. This grant will be utilized over a 5-year period, with a focus on
high-end equipment procurement, recruitment of dedicated research personnel, academic output, technology
transfer, and research dissemination.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Ravi Sharma, Hon’ble Chairman, Board of Governors, IIIT Nagpur, said:
“This is a landmark achievement for IIIT Nagpur. The PAIR grant recognizes the strategic vision and
commitment of our faculty members toward an impactful research. It opens new avenues for innovation,
institutional growth, and national collaboration.”

Director Dr. Prem Lal Patel extended his congratulations to the team, stating: “This milestone highlights IIIT
Nagpur’s emergence as a key player in India’s research ecosystem. I commend Dr. Tausif Diwan and the
entire team for their exemplary efforts. This collaboration with 11T Bombay and other leading institutions will
strengthen our contribution to the national innovation mission.”

Registrar Shri Kailas N. Dakhale affirmed the institute’s commitment: “IIIT Nagpur shall ensure seamless
project execution and financial accountability. This funding validates our institution’s potential and dedication
to advancing the nation’s research priorities through ethical and impactful practices.”

The PAIR initiative is a visionary step by ANRF toward fostering excellence and synergy across India’s higher
education landscape. The IHITN-11TB collaboration under this program is expected to contribute significantly
to the development of next-generation technologies and talent for a Viksit Bharat.
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